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SUBJECT: JAPAN VIEWS THE CARTER INAUGURATION 

REF: USIS TOKYO CURRENT REACTION REPORT, JANUARY 21 

SUMMARY: MAJOR JAPANESE DAILIES, REASSESSING JIMMY 
CARTER IN EDITORIALS PEGGED TO INAUGURATION, STILL 
WONDERING HOW PRESIDENT'S POPULIST ROOTS AND 
RHETORIC WILL IMPACT ON US POLICY. MOST FOUND 
PRESIDENT'S "PRUDENT" STATEMENTS AND "CONSERVATIVE" 
APPOINTMENTS SINCE ELECTION REASSURING, AND ON 
BALANCE CONCLUDED THAT CHANGES IN US COURSE UNDER 
PRESIDENT CARTER WILL COME GRADUALLY. TV COVERAGE 
OF INAUGURAL EVENTS WAS HEAVY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MAJOR JAPANESE DAILIES WERE IMPRESSED BY HIGH MORAL 
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AND SPIRITUAL TONE OF PRESIDENT CARTER S INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS, AND BY HUMILITY MANIFESTED IN HIS DECISION 
TO WALK RATHER THAN RIDE FROM CAPITOL TO WHITE 
HOUSE. MOST NOTED PRESIDENT'S "PRUDENT" STATEMENTS 
AND ACTS SINCE ELECTION, INCLUDING, THEY SAID, 

SCALING DOWN OF CAMPAIGN PROMISES AND CONSERVATIVE 
APPOINTMENTS TO MAJOR POSTS. EDITORIALS ALSO 
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POINTED OUT THAT IN SPEECH PRESIDENT AGAIN SHOWED 
HIMSELF A MAN WITH "STRONG, POPULIST BASE," AND CALLED 
HIM REFLECTION OF AMERICAN DESIRE TO PUT VIETNAM 
AND WATERGATE BEHIND AND FIND NEW STARTING POINT. 

2. THESE OBSERVATIONS MADE, JAPANESE WERE HARD PUT 
TO DEDUCE IMPACT THAT "CARTER POPULISM" WILL HAVE 
ON AMERICAN POLICY. 

- FOREIGN OFFICE ANALYST TOLD PRESS 

THAT SPEECH SHOWED THAT US RECOGNIZES ITS LIMITATIONS 
AND SEEKS COOPERATION WITH LIKE-MINDED STATES. HE 
DREW ATTENTION TO "CARTER'S DETERMINATION TO REMAIN 
CRITICAL" OF ROK AND SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS POLICIES, 

AND WELCOMED DETERMINATION TO CONCLUDE SALT II 
AGREEMENT. 

- ASAHI CALLED ASSERTION THAT AMERICANS 

WILL NOT BE INDIFFERENT TO FREEDOM IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
AS IMPORTANT AS CALL FOR END TO ARMS RACE. 

REVIEWING DEVELOPMENTS SINCE PRESIDENT'S ELECTION, 

ASAHI CONCLUDED THAT HE "FORTUNATE TO BECOME PRESIDENT 
IN RELATIVELY BLESSED POLITICAL SITUATION," AND 
THOUGHT IT UNLIKELY THAT THERE WOULD BE SUDDEN, 
PRONOUNCED CHANGES IN US POLICIES. 

- MAINICHI, CONTRASTING CARTER ORATORY 

WITH KENNEDY'S, JUDGED THAT "POPULIST THEME" WOULD 
HAVE MAJOR IMPACT ON POLICY. IT PREDICTED THAT US 
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"IN DIPLOMATIC TALKS WOULD NO LONGER TAKE DOMINEERING 
STAND AND, INSTEAD, WOULD TALK WITH ANY COUNTRY AS 
EQUALS.” CALL FOR STRONGER ALLIANCES, IT SAID, 

"MAY BE INTERPRETED AS SEEKING INCREASED BURDEN 

NOT ONLY BY JAPAN AND EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, BUT ALSO BY US." 

- YOMIURI THOUGHT "BOLD NEW POLICIES" 

POSSIBLE ONCE NEW ADMINSTRATION HAS GAINED 
PUBLIC TRUST. IT RECALLED THAT "JAPAN HAS ALREADY 
BEEN PROMISED TREATMENT AS AN EQUAL PARTNER AND NO 
ARBITRARY ACTIONS BY THE US." EVEN SO, YOMIURI 
SPECULATED, POSSIBILITY REMAINS THAT STRESS 

ON MORALITY MAY LEAD US "TO CREATE UNNECESSARY 
DIFFICULTIES IN URGING OTHER COUNTRIES TO FOLLOW SUIT." 

- ENGLISH LANGUAGE JAPAN TIMES ALSO 

CONTRASTED "CARTER’S PRUDENT STATEMENTS AND ACTS" WITH 
"LINGERING FEELING" THAT HE IS "UNKNOWN, MYSTIC." 

JAPAN TIMES THOUGHT THAT "IN SETTING HUMILITY AS ONE OF MOST 
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IMPORTANT AIMS," IT APPARENT THAT PRESIDENT AWARE 
OF NEED FOR A LASTING PEACE BASED ON IDEAS, NOT 
WEAPONS." TO THAT END, SAID JAPAN TIMES, A GREAT 
DEAL OF CONSULTATIONS, ESPECIALLY WITH LIKE-MINDED 
NATIONS, WILL BE NECESSARY, AND THEREIN IS SIGNIFICANCE 
OF VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE'S TRIP. IN CONCLUSION, 

JAPAN TIMES SPECULATED THAT "NEW SPIRIT" WILL 
"DOUBTLESSLY MEAN RAISING JAPANESE-AMERICAN 
PARTNERSHIP TO NEW LEVEL." 

3. AS REFTEL INDICATES, INAUGURATION RECEIVED 
HEAVY TV PLAY HERE, INCLUDING LIVE COVERAGE BY ONE 
NETWORK DURING WEE HOURS AND SEVERAL PRIME-TIME 
SPECIALS FOLLOWING EVENING. 

HODGSON 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED TO ALL OECD CAPITALS. 
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